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 OOOOO  

BAKSH: 

'  "ith  a  goal  of  15  percent  more  young  chickens  on  farms  by  July  1,  there 
is  more  than  usual  interest  in  hatchery  reports  issued  by  the  Department's 
Marketing  Service.    ?or  the  highlights  of  the  hatchery  report  issued  j/esterday 
afternoon,  here's  5.  J.  "Mike"  Eo?rell  of  the  Agricultural  Marketing  Service. 

EOVJSLL: 

Thanks,  John.     This  report  covers  the  output  of  commercial  hatcheries 
during  April,  the  number  of  eggs  set  and  orders  on  hand.    The  report  estimates 
that  Liore  than  235  million  chicks  were  hatched  during  April.    That's  nearly  2 
million  more  than  in  April  of  last  ^''ear,  but  not  so  many  as  in  April  trro  years  ago 

BAIC3R:  . 

Tliat  isn't  a  very  big  percent  increase  over  last  year.  Hike. 

EOVSLL: 

•i^o,  John.    But  we  mustn't  forget  that  firms  plan  for  big  hatches  to  come 
off  on  Mondays,  and  there  were  five  Mondays  in  April,  last  j'^ear  and  only  four 
this  year. 

EAIC3H: 

In  other  words,  more  chicks  from  fewer  hatches  —  a  higher  rate  of  output. 

EO'.JSLL: 

Yes.    And  the  first  4  months  of  this  year  show  a  17  percent  increase  over 
last  year  in  the  number  of  chicks  hatched. 

BAIQIR: 

The  Department's  announcement  of  the  drive  to  increase  egg  production  was 
not  made  "ontil  April  16.    Tliat  was  too  early  to  affect  the  number  of  chicks 
hatched  during  April. 

EO"SLL : 

Yes.  But  since  that  date  there  has  been  an  increasingly  strong  demand 
for  chicks.  Egg  prices  are  higher  than  a  year  ago  and  the  feed  ratio  is  more 
favorable  than  last  year  and  more  favorable  than  the  average  for  1930  to  '39. 

BAESR: 

Talcing  all  these  things  into  consideration,  the  defense  angle  -  higher 
egg  prices  -  more  favorable  feed  ratio  -  I  stippose  we  can  look  for  a  big  output 
of  chicks  this  month? 

(Over) 
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ROnSLL: 

Yes,  John.     In  spite  of  the  occasional  difficulty  in  getting  good  growth 
during  the  hot  weather,  the  orders  on  hand  May  first  were  84  percent  over  last 
year.    All  sections  of  the  country  show  substantial  increases.     Oirr  men  made  a 
special  inquiry  to  find  out  about  the  number  of  eggs  set  during  the  first  two 
weeks  of  Uay.    The  result  showed  a  36  percent  increase  over  the  same  period 
last  year.    There  is  no  doubt  that  hatcheries  in  some  States  are  setting  more 
eggs  in  Hay  this  year  than  in  any  other  I>/Iay  in  their  history.    The  largest  gains 
being  an  increase  of  92  percent  in  the  South  Central  States;  82  percent  in  the 
Pacific  Coast  States;  and  57  percent  in  New  England. 

BAKSR: 

In  other  words  -  and  to  sum  up  -  it  seems  pretty  safe  to  predict  that  the 
mtput  for  ilay  will  be  the  largest  on  record  for  that  month  and  that  the  Govern- 
ment program  for  increasing  laying  flocks  will  show  some  real  results  by  the 
end  of  the  month. 

RO'-fflLL: 

Hight! 

BAiC3E: 

Anyone  who  would  like  more  details  can  get  a  copy  of  the  report  by  writing, 
to  the  Agricultural  Marketing  Service,  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  VJashington. 

ROVSLL : 

John  —  I'd  just  like  to  add  that  reports  from  127  hatcheries  show  5 
percent  fe?/er  turkey  eggs  set,  and  9  percent  fewer  turkey  poults  hatched  dxiring 
April  than  a  year  ago.    However,  some  reports  show  larger  orders  for  May  delivery 
and  some  hatcheries  report  a  shortage  of  turkey  eggs. 
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